
 

 

 

 

MEMORANDUM 

 

To: Dave McCracken, The New 49’ers Legal Fund 

From: James L. Buchal 

Date: October 10, 2014 

Re: Further Developments in People v. Rinehart. 

 

I am pleased to report two positive developments in People v. Rinehart.  On October 8, 2014, 

the California Court of Appeal issued an order providing for publication of the opinion.  And on 

October 10, 2014, the Court of Appeal denied the State’s petition for rehearing.  It is possible that the 

State may seek further review in the Supreme Court of California. 

 

With publication, the opinion is now binding on all Superior Courts in the State of California, 

including the Superior Court for San Bernardino County.  That Court is, as you know, in the process 

of attempting to fashion a comprehensive settlement of the coordinated suction dredging cases.  We 

expect publication to enhance the bargaining position of the mining community, and increase the 

change of a negotiated settlement that appears to be the fastest way of getting miners back in the 

water. 

 

     Sincerely, 

 
James L. Buchal 

Murphy & Buchal LLP 
3425 SE Yamhill Street, Suite 100 

Portland, Oregon  97214 

 

telephone:  (503) 227-1011 

fax:  (503) 573-1939 

e-mail:  jbuchal@mbllp.com 


